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have slain the last of us. Thou bearest us in thy
hands and thy heart. More than ten thousand have
been snatched away by death. If thou delay longer,
not one will remain, and then thou wouldst know
the regret of not having [89] saved those whom thou
couldst have withdrawn from danger, and who dis-
closed to thee the means. If thou listen to our
wishes, we will build a Church under shelter of the
fort at Kebec. There, our faith will not die out;
and the examples of the Algonquins and of the French
will hold us to our duty. Their charity will alle-
viate, in part, our miseries; and, at the least, we
shall sometimes find there a morsel of bread for our
little ones, who, to sustain life, have for so long
lived on acorns, and bitter roots. After all, if we
must die with them, death there would be to us far
easier than in the midst of forests, where no one
would assist us to die well; and where, we fear, our
faith would in time become enfeebled, whatever
resolution we had to prize it more than our lives.”
Having listened to the discourse of these Captains,
I made a report of it to our Fathers. The matter
was too important to settle in a few days. We
redoubled our devotions; we consulted together, but
still more with God. We offered prayers during
forty hours, that we might discover his holy will.
[oo] We discussed this matter fifteen, sixteen, even
twenty times. It seemed to us more and more clear
that God had spoken to us by the lips of these Cap-
tains; for the truth was apparent to us that the entire
Huron country was but a land of horror and a region of
massacres. Wherever we cast our eyes, we saw con-
vincing proof that famine on the one hand, and War
on the other, were completing the extermination



